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Report  of  the-  Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

1948, 

Mr .Chairman  end  Gentlemen, 

*2^)  I beg  to  submit  Qiy  annual  report  on  the 

sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Borough  of  Brecon  for  the  year  1948, 

The  arrangement  of  tho  report  is  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular  3/49,  (Wales) 
issued  by  tho  We lsh  Board  of  Health, 

Tho  year  under  roview  witnessed  tho 
coming  into  operation  of  various  extremely  important  Acts, such  as 
the  National  Health  Service  Act, 1946, and  the  National  assistance 
Act, 1948. 

Thoso  mats  have  producod  groat  changes 
in  the-  work  of  public  health  administration  and  hc.vo  revolutionised 
tho  medical  and  hospital  services  throughout  the  country, The  Local 
Health  Authority  under  these  Acts, is, in  Breconshire, the  County 
Council . 

SUCTION  1,  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS , 

Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1943 . 


Area  • • . . , .2868  acres , . 

Population  (Census  1931)  5332, 

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer,  1948) 5627 v 

Number  of  inhabited  houses * * 1628*. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate . 
Illegitimate . 

Mai e s . 

41. 

1. 

Hemal es . 

42  , 

n , 

Total.  Rate 
83. 

1, 

per  1000  jfop. 

42, 

42, 

84  „ 

14.8 

Still  births. 
Deaths  from  all 

1 , 

O 

o ■ 

3 „ 

0,5 

causes , 

29. 

26  r. 

55 

' 9,7 

Maternal  Deaths «, ...  . . . , .Nil . 

Deaths  under  1 year, 

........ .0  . Rate  per  1000  live  births 0, 

Deaths  from  special  causos. 

Infectious  disease. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 5 

Other  tuborculous  disease 1. 

Cancer 7 „ 


Area . 

The  Borough  of  Brecon, which  has  an  area  of  2868  acres, is  a 
County  Town  of  a shire  of  its  won  name, containing  the  County 
Offices  of  various  government  departments  and  a largo  Military 
Camp  and  Barracks .The  town  consists  of  the  parishes  of  St.John’s 
and  St  .Mary’s  on  the  north- side  of  tho  river  Usk, these  parishes 
being  divided  by  the  Honddu  stream;  and  of  tho  parish  of  3t .David 
known  as  St, David’s  Within  and  also, more  familiarly  as  Llanfaos, 
which  lios  south  of  tho  river  Usk  and  eastward  of  tho  confluence 
of  tho  Tarell  stream  with  that  river. 

The  two  parts  of  tho  town  are  connected  by  an  ancient  stono  bridgo 
over  the  Usk, 

The  town  is  agricultural  in  nature  and  farming  is  tho  predominant 
occupation  in  the  surrounding  districts,  ' 
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Population*  Census  1931 .5532 , 

1939 . 1940 , 1941,  1942,  1943,  1944*  1945,  1946*  1947,  1948. 

5130..  5498,  58? 7 . 5431,  5149.  4926.  4618.  4629.  5515 .(  627. 

Th:.  above  figures  arc  tlio  Registrar  General  ’ s estimated  figuros 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  tho  civilian  population. 
It  would  appear  that  the  population  has  increased  since  the 
last  census  was  taken  and  tho  figure  for  tho  year  under  review 
-5627  shows  a slight  increase  over  tho  preceding  year  - 5815, 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  1628  giving 
an  average  number  of  3,4  persons  per  house. 
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England  and  Wales, 1948 • , . . • • 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for  the  year  under  review 
was  lower  than  the  average  for  tho  whole  of  England  and  Wales  and 
actually  was  tho  lowost  recorded  since  1958, 

DEATHS  t 

After  taking  into  account  tho  outwardly  and  inwardly  . 
transferable  doaths  tho  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  of  the  Borough  is  shown  in  tho  following  table. 
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Tho  deathrato  for  1948  was  therefore  lower  than  tho  average  for 
tho  whole  of  England  and  Wales, was  also  considerably  lower  than 
the  birthrate  and  was  tho  l'owost  recorded  for  many  years. 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males . 

Femalos . 

Total . 

Rat 

1938 

1?&9 

1940 

1941 

1942  

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948  

.7 
.7 
.3 
*3 
.3 
.2 
.4 
.4 
.86 
.60 
.5 

England  and  Wales,  1948 .0 .42 


Tho  stillbirth  rato  was  slightly  higher  than  the  average  for  tho 
whole  of  England  and  Wales . 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  tho  number  of  deaths  oocurring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  ago .The  rato  is  calculated  oor 
1000  live  births. 


Males.  Females,  Total,  Rato, 


1938.  . , . . 90.9 

1939  30.3 

1940  2 3 5....  ...46. 

1941  *3... 2 ,5 55. 

1942  1 0 1.. 9.6 

1943  1 0 1 10.9 

1944  6 1 7 76. 

1945  2 1. 3 41. 

1946  3 1 ...4 37. 

1947  ,.  ..3 6 9 87. 

1948  0 0 0 0. 

England  and  Wales,  1948 34. 


The  infantile  mortality  rato  for  1948  was  lower  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, and  was  lowest  recorded  for 
many  years. 

Analysis  of  causes  of  Deaths.  Males . . , .29 . Femalos . . .26 . 


Males.  Females 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System., ,2 3. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis , t e ... . ->0  1. 

Acute  poliomyelitis. *0. 

Cane  er  Stomach • .3  • 1 . 

Cancer  other  sites  .......  .1 ...  2. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions ,3 .8 . 

riefrt  Disease  3 . c ........... .7  . 

Other  circulatory  Diseases..,. *«1 0. 

Bronchitis 2 .1 . 

Pneumonia. ,...1. 0, 

Other  Respiratory  diseases I.#.. 0. 

Digestive  diseases  0 ,1 . 

Nephritis .1 0 • 

Violent  causes 0 1. 

All  other  causes.. ...5... «••!• 


Tho  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths. 
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Tho  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  cancor  in  recent  years.  . . . 

• Cancer . Tuborculosis . 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1943 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


.9 

12 

.9 

13 
.6 
15 
.9 

14 
.8 
♦ 7 


1. 

9. 

7. 

4:  » 

1. 

2. 

3. 

5. 

1. 

6. 


ILLEGITIMACY . ... 

Tho  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as 
belonging  to  Borough  residents  fur.ing  1948  amounted  to  one. 


MAT  FINAL  MORTALITY.  • ... 

There  wore  no  deaths  during  tho  year  which 
could  be  attributed  to  .childbirth . .... 

SECTION -2.  ■ GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  , 

Public  Health  Officers,  There  was  no  change  in  the. public  health 
■ ' " ~ officers  of  the  Council  during  tho  yoar. 

Mr  S. Jinks  remained  e.s  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Laborrtory  Facilities,  During  tho  yoar  laboratory  facilities  woro 

available  at  Cardiff , Newport , Carmarthen, 
Swansea ,Aberystwyth  and  Brecon  .All  water  samples  were  sent  to  tho 
Public  Analyst  for  tho  County,  at  Carmarthen  whilst  any 
investigation  reauired  in  tho  control  of  infectious  disease  was 
performed  by  the  ^Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff  . All  milk 
same ling  was  performed  by  tho  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Laboratory  at  Brecon  whilst  tho  Brecon  V/ar  memorial  Hospital 
made  use  of  tho  Bock  Laboratory ,Sv/ansea*The  Cardiff  laboratory 
was  used  for  the  examination  of  milk  for  the  prosonco  of  tuberculosis. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  As  a result  of  tho  now  National  Health 

Service  ^ct ,1946 , certain  changes  became 
operative  in  the  arrangements  existing  for  the  conveyance  of 
sick  persons -in  the  district, Tho  County  Council  became  responsible 
for  tho  provision  of  an  ambulanco  service  and  mado  use  of  tho 
existing  St.John’s  ambulance  for  general  use  while  ambulances 
from  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital  convoyod  patients  suffering  from 
infectious  discaso  to  hospital. 

Homo  Nursing.  Under  tho  now  Health  Act, tho  County  Council  became 
— responsible  for  the  provision  of  home  nursing 

fac ilities .Tho  nursos  previously  partly  employed  by  various 
district  nursing  associations  become  wholo  time  employees  of  tho 
County  Council  and  district  nursing  associations, as  such,coasoa 
to  function. 


Treatment  Contras  and  Clinics.  . T.r  . „ 

—— — — ' Maternity  and  Child  Jclfarc  Clinics, 

administered  by  the  County  Council, are  hold  regularly  at  the 
Watton  Chapel  Schoolroom .^nte-Natal  clinics  and  lac  ilities 
tho  treatment  of  minor  ai lmonts, immunisation, dental  and  oyo  dofocts, 
orthopaedic  defects  arc  available  at  tho  County  Health  Offices. 

These  are  also  administered  by  tho  County  Council. 
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Hospitals , Tile  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  Borough, 
for  all  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease ,arc 
provided  by  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital. 
c v The  arrangements  for  the  troatmont  of  infectious 

Msoaso  remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years  .Merthyr  Borough 
Council  treat  the  patients  from  the  Borough  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  and  these  are  c onvoyod  to  Merthyr  in  ambulance 
maintained  by  Merthyr  Borough  Counc  il  .These  arrangements  arc 
proving  extremely  satisfactory. 

During  the  year, under  the  provisions  of  the  now  Health  Act, 
those  hospitals  became  state  owned  and  controlled* 

lor  the  treatment  of  cases  of  smallpox  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  with  ^.berdare  for  bods  at 
the  lodw  Hir  Hospital. 

Disinfection . In  the  main  the  methods  usod  for  any  disinfection 
required  have  boon  fumigation  and  spraying. 

SECTION  3.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Those  sorvicos  arc 

administered  by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinics  for 
maternity  end  child  welfare , immunisation, dontal  treatment, 
orthopaedic  treatment , visual  defects  and  oxpoctant  mothers. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  free  and  choap  rate  milk  and  medicinal 
foods. The  supervision  of  midwivos , child  lifo  protection  and  tho 
care  of  premature  and  illegitimate  infants  is  also  the 
responsibility  of  tho  County  Council. 

SECTION  4,  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES . 

Water  Supply.  Tho  Brecon  Boroegh  water  supply  is  taken  from  a 

stream  which  originates  on  tho  Brocon  Boacons.lt  is 
then  convoyed  to  a largo  open  storage  reservoir  and  then  through 
slow  sand  filters  to  a small  clear  water  chamb or. After  this  tho 
water  is  chlorinated. 

Throughout  tho  year  the  wator  was  fairly  adoquato 
as  regards  quantity  although  s.omo  difficulty  was  oxporionccd 
in  supplying  tho  upper  rcachos  of  tho  Borough. 

During  the  year  5 samples  of  wator  were  oxaminod 
hactoriologically ,'Tho  results  indicated  that, whilst  tho  final 
water  after  chlorination  and  as  consumed  in  the  Borough  could  bo 
classified  as  excellent , the  water  before  troatmont  could  only  bo 
regarded  as  unsetisiactory.lt  is  ossontial  that  tho  depth  of  tho 
sand  in  tho  filters  should  no.t  be  allowod  to  drop  bolow  a vory 
minimum  of  12  inches  . 

. ..  x\7o  chemical  examination  of  tho  water  was  made. 

There .was  no  evidence  of  any  plumbo- solvent  action  by  tho  water. 
All. the  .house?  in  the  Borough, with  tho  excoption  of  17  of  thoso 
on  the  oxtromo  borders, have  a tapped  supply  to  tho  house. Tho  17 
others  have  .tho ir  own  private  supplies. 

The  Borough  Council  has  under  consideration  a now 
.schema  for  the  .supply. of  water  to  tho  town, This  involvos  tho 
building  of  a largo  reservoir  at  a.  higher  lovcl  and  the  troatmont 
..of  this  water  by  a battery  of  high  prossuro  filters. 

This  new  water  scheme  would  bo  a groat  bonefit  to 
tho  town  which  could  then  bG  dovolopod  as  a holiday  and 
.residential  contrc.lt  would  also  provide  tho  town  with  -an  adoquato 
.supply  .of  wholesome  wator  without  having  to  roly  upon  chlorination 
which  is  not  altogether  e safo  process. 
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Drainage  and  Soworage.  The  sewage  in  tho  Borough  is  troated  by- 

moans  of  intormittont  downward  filtration 
and  tho  of fluent  finally  passos  into  tho  rivor  Usk. 

Tho  number  of  visits  made  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conncL'oion 
with  drainage  work •44, 

Closot  Accommodation . Tho  number  of  houses  within  tho  Borough 

unconnected  with  tho  soworago  system  was  31. 

Number  of  noticos  served  for  the  provision  of  W,C. 1. 

Number  of  notices  complied  with .....1. 

Public  Cleansing.  There  was  no  change  in  the  mothods  adopted  for 
^ tho  woekly  collection  and  disposal  of  houso 
ref use, this  work  being  done  by  tho  Council  employees  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Surveyor. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping, tho  use 
of  the  incinerator  being  discontinued. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  tho  ^rea . Tho  sanitary  .inspection  of  the 

area  was  undertaken  by  tho 

Sanitary  Inspector , Mr *S .links .^-t  this  juncture  I must  state  that ^ 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  inspector  for  the  .figures  and  dGtoils 
of  his  work  contained  in  this  report. This  information  has 
provided  most  useful  in  the  preparation  of.  this  report. 

Tho  following  summary  gives  information  rolating  to  tho  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 


Nuisances . 

Number  of  complaints  received 

Number  of '-.complaints  investigated... 

Number  of  premises  inspected 

Number  of  promises  revisited 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  sorvod 
for  (a)  Structural  defects 

(b)  Sanitary  defects, , 

(c)  Foul  conditions... 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served.. 


139. 
139. 
185. 
£40  * 

.94. 
,59. 
, o 5 , 
..0. 
.68. 


Re  suit  of  noticos 


served. 

Number  completed 

Number  in  hand  of  builder 


77. 

17. 


Number  and  Type  of  nuisance  abated  by,  sorvice  of no  tic  jq . 

Dampncss-23; Defective  eaves  troughing  and  downspout s-ll,dofoctivo 
intornal  plastering-10 ;Defcctive  roof s-8 ;def octivc  f loors-2 , 
Defective  doors  and  windows-8 jDofoctivo  W.C.  pans  an^. ^cistcrns-19 , 
Defective  fireplaces  and  ovens-  2;Dcfcctivc  drains-*^; 

Defective  stairs-2. 


There  has  been  an  improvement  in  tho  provision  of  building 
materials  this  year, but  large  scale  housing  improvement  is  not 
Tot  possible. It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  in  tho  near  future 
a concentration  of  at  least  part  of  tho  builuing  m us  ry  on 
improvements  to  domestic  premises. 


Housos  let  in  Lodgings. 

to  require  control  under 
Housing  Act, 1936. 


It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  tho  housos 
in  the  district  aro  of  such  a nature  as 
byelaws  made  under  Section  6 of  tho 
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Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  The  premises  known  as  No. 9 Watergate  was 

registered  as  a Aommon  Lodging  House; but 
wLg'  vacatod  in  December  of  this  year  .There  is  now  no  Cordon 
Lodging  House  in  the  District. 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector .....22. 


Licensed  Promises. 

'Number  of  licensed  premises ,26. 

Number  of  visits  to  such  premises 42. 

Number  of  notices..... 2. 


Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  sufficient 
and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  proper  washing  facilities 
in  licensed  promises .There  was  a certain  difficulty  to  carry  out 
these  improvements  owing  to  shortages  of  building  labour  and 
materials. 

Details:  Provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities 

Dec, 1948.  Dec, 1947 

Number  of  premises  with  separate  sanitary 

acc  o'mmodation .20 16 . 

Number  of  premisos  without  separate  sanitary 

acc  ommodetion . ,6 10. 

Number  of  premisos  with  proper  washing  facilities . .17 .14. 

Number  of  premises  without  proper  washing  facilitios9 ...12. 

Shops . 


The  number  of  shops  in  the  district 147. 

Number  of  inspections  made  b3r  the  Sanitary  Inspector ...  .38 . 

Factories . 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  rogistor ............ .73* 

Number  of  inspections  made,.......*. 74. 


Camping  Sites . 

Number  of  licence;.?,  to  or cct/station  a caravan  granted.,.. 3. 

Number  of  inspections  raac1o  by  Sanitary  Inspector 16. 


There  is  also  one  recognised  yard  which  is  mainly  usod  by  caravans 
during  the  Statutory  Fairs  of  May  and  November. 

Er a d ic a ti or  of  Be d Lugs  and  Steps  taken  to  combat  infostatlon • 

All  premise^  found  as  a result  oi  inspection  or  complaint  to  bo 
infestod  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  is  troatod  with  D.D.T, 
preparations  which  have  been  found  to  bo  very  successful. 

Numb  er  of  premises  inspected  , * » . *26  . 

Numbc:  of  premisos  disinfested  .27 , 


Rodent  Control,  One  part  rime  rodent  operator  is  employed  who 
works  under  fche  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

j an . — deb.  1^4t- . .....  »W  »E « Bond . 

Feb.  - Dec.  1948 J. K. Perry 

The  Council  adopted  the  Financial  arrangements 
outlined  in  Circular  N.S.19  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries  and  co-operation  of  occupiers  of  premises  with  regard 
to  rodent  control  is  very  good. 
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Summary  of  inspections  ana  treatment, 

■Number  of  premises  inspected....... 1540, 

Number  of  premises  found  infested i£v. 

Number  of  premises  treated  (excluding  retreatments) 113. 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during  the  year..., 3716, 


Details  of  treatment. 


Trade 
Iremises  . 

Private 
Premises . 

Municipal 
Premises , 

Number  of  major  infestations 

10 

0 

3 

Number  of  minor  infestations 

26 

68 

6 

Total  number  treated 

36 

68 

9 

Total  number  of  retreatments 

9 

15 

6 

Estimated  Kill 

2145 

588 

803 

todies  recovered 

15 

3 

9 

infestations  cleared 

29 

67 

6 

Number  reduced  to  minor 

7 

1 

3 

Number  for  re treatments 

7 

1 

3 

Sewer  Treatment.  During  the  year  two  maintenance  treatments  wore 
carried  out,  Details  arc  given  below: - 


4th .Maintenance  5th .Maintenance 
Treatment  Treatment 


Number  .of  manholes 

161 

161 

Number  of /manholes  baited 

53 

150 

Total  prebait  takes 

4 

81 

No  probe  it  takes 

49 

69 

Total  poison  takes 

4 

57 

Number  of  bodies  found 

0 

0 

Estimated  kill 

30 

150 

Number  of  trays  used 

1 

37 

No  poison,  takes 

49 

93 

SECTION  5.  HOUSING, 

1 .Housing  Need.  There  is  still  a definite  demand  for  housing 
accommodation  in  the  Borough.it  must  bo  remembered  that  apart 
from  the  normal  residents  the  demand  is  increased  duo  to  the  fact 
that  the  town  is  a military  and  administrative  centre  for 
Government  and  other  departments. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  tho  Council’s  waiting  list 
showed  tho  following  details:- 


Types  of  applicants 

Total 

Residing 
in  Borough 

Prom 

outside 

districts 

Without  separate  accommodation  and 

living  in  overcrowded  conditions 

11 

9 

2 

Without  separate  accommodation  and 
T.B. patients . 

1 

1 

0 

Without-  separate  accommodation. 

88 

82 

6 

Living  in  unfit  houses  and 

overcrowded  < 

17 

13 

4 

Living  in  unfit  houses  and 
suffering  from  T.B. 

0 

0 

0 

Living  in  unfit  houses. 

49 

47 

2 

Living  in  overcrowded  houses. 

11 

10 

1 

Other  T.B. applicants 

1 

1 

0 

Other  applicants 

, , Total 

80 

2bB 

74 

237 

6 

21 
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Allocation  of  houses, 

Tho  Council  have  instructed  officers  to 
report  on  a "points  system1'*  for  the  allocation  of  future  houses. 

+ Tho  attention  of  all  concornod  is  drawn  to 
the  excellent  report  of  tho  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee 
o£  tho  Ministry  of  Health  on  tho  Selection  of  Tenants. 

’*■*  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  T.B. patients 

applying  for  tho  first  schemes  wore  allocated  housos. 

3. houses  under  construction. 

(a)  By  Borough  Counc il 
First  Scheme 

Number  of  houses  to  be  constructed 
Number  of  houses  completed 
Second  Scheme 

Number  of. houses  to  be  constructed 
Construction  to  start  early  in  1949 

(b)  By  Private  Builders 

Total  number  of  licences  * « 19 

New  dwellings  completed  - 13 

New  dwellings  under  construction  s 6 

Details  of  housing  inspections  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector .were: - 

Number  of  house  to  house  inspections.,*. 97. 

Number  of  visits  to  Council  houses,..-. 298, 

SECTION  6.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF.  FOOD . 

Milk. 


Number  of  wholesale  producers  in  Borough. 7. 

Number  of  producer  retailers  in  Borough  ......... ...4 ,«3. 

Total  number  of  cajgls'tOTQd  cowkeepers  in  Borough ....4.10, 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  from  Borough ..6. 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  from  Rural  District .2, 

Total  number  of  retail  purveyors  in  Borough 8, 

Milk  (Special  Designation) Order . 

1 .Tuberculin  Tested 

Number  of  producers  in  Borough. ,1 . 

2 .Accredited  Milk 

Number  of  producers  xn  Borough 0 • • • .1 • 
3 . Pasteurised  Ml Ik. 

Number  or  retailors  supplying  pasteurised  milk. .3 . 

Record  of  Inspections  d_  milk  Testing, 

^Number  of  inspections  to  eowsheus  and  dairies, ,.34. 


Numb  or  of  notices  servoo.. a ;«  10 . 

Milk  sampling  in  the  Borough  is  carried  cut  undor  tho  Notional 
*-ilk  Testing  and  Advisory  Schemo .Undor  this  scheme  an  attempt  i3 
made  by  the  Sanitary  inspector  to  scmplo  each  retailer’s  milk 
every -two  weeks, Wholesale  milk  is  tested  at  the  creamcrioc.The 
'laboratory  functioning  under  this  schomo  is  situated  at  Brecon. 
Under  this  scheme  milk  is  graded  into  the  following  categories: - 

Category  A Good  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  B Doubtful  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  C Poor  keeping  quality  milk. 


= 64 
* 60 

= 48 
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Number  of  samples  takon. 

Retailers  (By  Sanitary  Inspector) 165. ,..99$  of  possiblo. 

Result  of  samples,  


Numb  or 


Retailors 


~£orc ontage 


Samples  in  Category  A 142.... 86ft 

Samples  in  Category  3 9.. 5.5ft 


Samples  in  Category  C 
details  of  results. 


,14. S,5ft 


1.  Retailers  Res- 

ults 

2 .Monthly  Results 

Rotai  le  rs 

C a t Gp 

"ory 

Month 

Category 

A 

B 

6 

A 

B 

C 

1 

22 

1 

2 

J anuary 

13 

0 

1 

2 

25 

0 

0 

February 

13 

1. 

0 

3 

Cjdj 

0 

3 

March 

13 

0 

1 

4 

16 

4 

5 

April 

12 

2 

0 

5 

21 

2 

1 

May 

17 

3 

1 

6 

21 

1 

-L 

o 

Cj 

luno 

7 

0 

0 

7 

12  • 

1 

' 1 

July 

8 

C 

5 

8 

..  3- 

• 0 

' 0 

August 

8 

1 

3- 

September 

10 

1 

0 

October 

11 

0 

1 

November 

17 

1 

1 

Dec  ember 

13 

0 

— .-l-l 

1 

-y— 

Total 

142’  * 

9 

14. 

Total 

142 

- -'9 

14 

J-t  w il  1 be  noted 

from 

t'H( 

3 _ab  o.vc 

how  tho  keeping 

quality 

of 

T e s t i ng  o f Past euri sod  milk , 


Number  of  samples  taken,.., 6 

Numbo r of  samples  sat i sfa c t or y . 6 . 

Producers*  Milk  submitted  for  Mothylono  Bluo  & Coll  Te_sts . 

Number  of  samples  talc  on... 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory 4. 

Number  of  samples  unsatisf ac tory • • . . « 2 , 

Investigations  of  cleansing  milk  utensils . 

Number  of  ’swabs’  taken C. 

Number  of  ’swabs’  satisfactory 4. 

Number  of  ’swabs'  unsatisfactory 2. 

Number  of’ rinsings'  taken........... 8. 

Number  of 'rinsings’  satisfactory.... 5. 

Number  of ’rinsings'  fairly . .satisfactory 0 .2  0 

^ umber  of 'rinsings’  unsatisfactory,., 1. 

Sampling  for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis . 

Number  of  samples  taken.............. 

Numbo r c f sample s negative ^ • • * * 1 | • 

Number  of  samples  showing  presence  of  T .B ........ .1 • 

Animal  Health  Division  of  Ministry  of  agriculture  & Fisheries 
are  investigating  herd, from  which  tho  sample  .of  mi !k  showing  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  roc civea .Milk  from  this  herd  is 
sont  for  Pasteurisation  before  retailing. 
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Meat. The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering  Point  and  the  Wholesale 
Meat  Supply  Association  Depot  are  situated  at  the  Council’s 
Slaughterhouse .Meat  from  this  point  is  supplied  to  the  districts 
of  the  Borough  Council, Hay  U.D.C.  & R.D.C.  and  Brecknock  R.D.C. 
Il^is  possible  with  small  improvements  eg.  provision  of  overhead 
rflfis  to  supply  a much  greater  area  from  this  point  as  the  building 
is  soundly  constructed  and  capable  of  improvement. This  point  in 
addition  to  the  importance  of  having  a slaughterhouse  in  a 
producing  area, should  be  remembered  if  the  policy  of  centralised 
slaughtering  is  to  remain  or  to  be  extended. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Number  of  Inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspector. . .456 . 


Animals  killed  and  inspected. 

Cattlo  Cows  Calves 

Shoop 

Pigs 

Killed  291 

159 

585 

8105 

39 

•Drosses  Carcases  2 

2 

2 

67 

10 

Total  293 

' 161 

587 

8172 

49 

Moat  Condemnation.  Percentage  of  killing. 
For  T.B.  Cattlo  Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

?igs 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

Percentage  0 

2 .48 

C 

0 

2 .04 

Part  carcases 
condemned  0 

0 

c 

0 

1 

Percentage.  0 

0 

0 

0 

2.04 

Organs  condemned  8 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  2.73 

2.48 

0 

0 

0 

For  other  Diseases. 

Cattle 

Cows  Calves 

Shoop 

. r'i&s 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  1 

12 

r/ 

O' 

31 

2 

Percentage  0.54 

7.45 

rH 

LO 

• 

o 

0.38 

4,08 

Part  carcases 
condemned  9 

11 

3 

32 

2 

Percentage  3.07 

6.9 

0.51 

0.39 

4.08 

Organs  305 

1 

898 

8 

Slaughter  of  Casualties. 

Cattle 

w 

£ 

o 

o 

Calvos 

Sheep  Pigs 

Number  killed  and  .Inspected 

L 41 

76 

39 

554  40 

Percentage  of  Total  Kill 

13.9 

47,2 

6.6 

6.2  81.7 

Meat  Condemned, 
Por  T.B',”” 

Whole  carcases 

0 

4 

0 

0 1 

$ o of  Casualty  Kill 

0 

5.26 

0 

0 

Part  carcases 

. 0 

0 

0 

0 1 

of  Casualty  Kill 

0 

0 

0 

0 

For  other  Diseases, 

{ 

Whole  carcases 

1 

12 

3 

29  2 

fc  of  Casualty  Kill  . - . ■ 

2.44 

15.73 

7.7 

5.2  5 

Part  Carcases  • . 

7 

10 

2 

28  2 

# of  casualty  Kill  ••  • • . 

17,08 

13,16 

5 .1 

5.05  5 
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The  casualty  figures  indicate 


l.'The  importance  again  of  having  a slaughterhouse  available  in  a 
producing  area  for  it  will  be  noticed  that  an  appreciable 
amount  of  the  slaughtering  this  year  was  the  slaughtering^1 
casualties. This  ensures  a good  percentage  of  sound  meat  for 
the  general  public  and  prevented  a serious  waste  of  the  country 
meat  supply. 

2 /The  higher  percentage  of  condemnation  indicates  the  need  for 
keen  inspection. 

Total  Weight  in  lbs.  condemned. 


For  T.B . 

Cattle  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

gs 

Whole  carcases 

0 

1586 

0 

0 

116 

Part  carcases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Organs 

272 

543 

c 

0 

- 

Total  Weight 

272 

2129 

0 

0 

124 

F'r  other 'Diseases . 

- 

Whole  carcases 

239 

4888 

251 

1088 

288 

Part  carcases 

485 

50  2 

36 

360 

80 

Organs 

5136 

68 

1696 

80 

Total  ‘Weight 

11 

,250 

355 

3144 

448 

Detailed  Causes  for  condemnation  other 

than  Tuberculosis. 

Anim 

als  wholly  or  partly  condemned 

Diseases  < 

battle 

Cows  . 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Emac  iation 

0 

7 

0 

17 

0 

Bruising, Broken  Bones 

5 

8 

2 

22 

1 

Drousical  and  fevered 

. 2 

5 

0 

8 

0 

Abe  ess  . - ■ • "" 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Septic  aemia 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

Jaundice 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Moribund 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

Joint  111 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Swine  Erysipelas 

c 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Condemnation  of  offal. 

It 

will 

be  noticed  that  approximately 

6.000  lbs,  of  offal  were 

condemned.  The  greater 

percentage  of 

this  was  the  condemnation  of  liver  due 

t o fluke 

infesta 

tion. 

Other  foods  condemned . 

Number  of  tins  condemned ....408. 

Number  of  lbs. of  other  foods  condemned.. 843. 

Other  foods , 

Food  Pr eparation  Hoo ms ( including  bakehouses) 


Number  of  bakehouses  ....  ♦.12. 

Number  of  inspections  made  .47  . 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

Number  of  producer  retailors  .............  * 4. 

Number  of  retailers  only 26  . 

Number  of  new  registrations .................... .6 . 

Number  of  inspections  mado  100 . 
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Bacteriological  Grading  of  Ice  Cream, 

Samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  a form  of 
Methylene  Blue  Test  as  adapted  for  icecream.  Samples  were  taken 
bjPthe  Sanitary  Inspector  and  testing  was  carried  out  at  the 
Brecon  Laboratory  who  also  carried  out  an  investigation  on  the 
bacteriological  grading  of  icocrea^.In  addition  to  the  ordinary 
weekly  sample  from  each  manufacturer  for  methylene  blue 
examination , four  samples  from  different  manufacturers  wore  taken 
'These  latter  samples  wero  examined  separately  for  methylene  blue 
reductionjbac terial  count  and  presence  of  coliform  organisms .A  proper 
investigation  of  the  icecream  produced  in  the  Borough  could  not 
have  been  undertaken  if  it  had  not  boen  for  the  kind  and  active 
co-operation  of  the  Brecon  Lab, 


Grading  of  icecream. 

The  following  are  the  grades  of  icecream. 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction 

4-i  hrs . 

<!  ?! 

2-|  to  4 

hrs . 

;»  v» 

§ to  2 

hrs  . 

*» 

,*  . vt 

0 hrs . 

Grading 

of  sa moles  taken 

• 

Total  number  of  samples 

taken ( including  quai 

Number  -of  icecream  mixtures  sampled. 

Re  suits 

of  samples. 

Grade 

Number 

Approx 

1. 

16  - 

27.6) 

2, 

6 

10.4) 

3. 

4 

6 . 9 

4. 

32 

55.1 

Grading 

of  samples  from 

oa c h manuf ac turer . 

Code  ■ 

• Number 

1 

1 

14 

0 

2 

12 

2 

3 

15 

12 

4 

13 

2 

5 

4 

0 

Grade  1 

" 2 
? 3 

M A 


58. 


.The  results  fre 
ory .plow over  st« 
the  icecream  if 


ar 


Recommended  % 
80 

20 

0 

Grade 
2 3 4 

4 19 

12  7 

10  2 
0 0 11 

0 13 


majority  of  producers  arc  far  from  satisfact- 
being  taken  to  improve  the  promises  whore 


manufactured,:  The  following  action  is  being  takon:- 


No.l  Ordering  new  equipment. 

No, 2 Equipment  provided  but  improvement  required  in  method 
of  production. 


No. 3 Good  premises  ana  oquipmont . 

No  ,4  Now  promises  and  equipment  is. being  provided. 

No. 5 Supply  from  outside  the  district .Steps  taken  to  contact 
Council  in  which  icecream  manufactured. 

Icecream  is  a commodity  which  requires  careful  and  hygienic 
handling , 


4 
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'mperi son  of  .Methyl one  Blue  and  Coliform  Tests, 


Methylene  Blue 

Grade  Number  of 

samples  A 

Coliform 
bsont  1ml 

1 

10 

I , 
TT)0 

1 

1000 

100  6 1 

1 

37 

36  1 

_ 

2 

8 

4 4 

— * 

- 

- 

£ Pr 

3 

16 

2 4 

2 

- 

8 

4 

69 

3 — 

11 

13 

34 

8 

Comparison  of  Methylene  Blue  and 

Colony  Count 

- 2 da 

ys  at 

o „ 

37  C. 

Methylene  Blue 

Gr ad  o N umb  e r of 

Loss  than 

over 

samples 

10.CCO 

10 

,000-100,000 

100,000 

1 

37 

37 

0 

0 

2 

8 

2 

6 

0 

3 

16 

0 

10 

6 

4 

IS 

5 

23 

41 

These  tables  show  a fairly  satisfactory  correllation  botwoon  the 
Methylene  Blue  end  Coliform  Colony  Count  Tests. 


Preserved  Food  Premises. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages  and  preserved  food. .9. 

Number  of  inspections  made . . . . .74  • 

Nish  and  Fried  Nish  Shops. 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops .4 , 

Number  of  fish  shops .5, 

Number  of  inspections  made 28 « 

SECTION  7.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
were  reported  to  me  during  the  year;- 


Scarlet  fever., 12  cases, 

.acute  pneumonia, 2 cases. 

Measles 19  cases. 

.Acute  anterior  poliomyelitis. 1 case. 

Cerebrospinal  fever . .............. .1  case. 


Seven  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  to  Merthyr 
Isolation  Hospital. The  case  of  cerebrospinal  fever  died  before 
admission  to  hospital' could  be  effected .All  remaining  cases  were 
isolated  at  homo . 

The  fees  paid  by  the  Council  for  the  notification  of  infectious 
disease  arc, under  the  provisions  of  the  new  Health  Act, now 
refunded  by  the  County  Council , provided  that  copies  of  the 
notifications  are  received  by  that  Authority. 

Number  of  cases  investigated  by  sanitary  inspector 
Number  of  disinfections  including  those  required 

for  tuberculosis  • 

Number  of  revi sits 

Venereal  Disoase.  The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  Eye  Hospital, Swansea, for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases .The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following 
up  of  defaulters  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


14. 

18. 

*3 , 
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Tub  or  culo  sis  . The  Toll  owing  dob  si  Is  show  the  position  as  regards 
tuberculosis  in  rocont  years. 

pj^^dor  of  eases  on  the  register  at  c ommonc orient  of  year, 45, 

Number  of  fresh  cases  addon  during  the  year  »H* 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  rcc overod *«».,•*«**••*•  • ••♦••••••••!• 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  left  the  district., 3. 

Number  of  deaths  in  year ...........6. 

Number  of  cases  left  on  register  at  the  end  of  year  44, 

The  number  of  notifications  in  recent  years  is  shown  below; 


1559,  1940.  1941.  1942.  1943.  19n4.  1945.  1945.  1947.  1948. 

— 9'* To: TT.  77  12  • 11.  12.  10.  7.  ITT 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  allowance  scheme. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  As  a result  of  the  new  Health  Act, the 
— * r.  ■ County  Council  became  responsible  for 

the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  and  details  for 
the  district  will  be  found  in  tho  annual  report  of  the  County 


Medical  Officer. 

In  December  of  the  year, the  County  Council 
took  over  all  these  duties  from  mo .Facilities  for  immunisation 
are  now  available  at  the  ordinary  Maternity  and  Child  Wolf are 
Clinics  and  also  at  the  schools  during  the  school  medical 


inspections . 


No  cases  of  diphtheria  wero  notified  during  the  year. 


In  preparation  of  this  report  l have  endeavoured  to  dcalbriefly 
with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public  health 
and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  all  the  subjects 
specifically  asked  for  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Yours  faithfully, 
T.C .R. George , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


